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From LinkedIn article

The United States leads comparable countries in the time spent teaching reading to 9-10 year-olds at
primary school - on average well over an hour at 109 minutes per day.

New Zealand (Year 5) is behind USA (Fourth Grade) in teaching time but on average actually spends just
over an hour teaching reading at 68 minutes per day.

However, this does NOT mean the US or New Zealand are leading other countries in their reading
performance. Surprisingly, the US scores at only average performance while New Zealand comes in almost
last out of comparable countries.

It is not the TIME spent teaching that matters most; what matters is WHAT is done during that space and
time. For example, New Zealand leads the world in the amount of "silent reading" that teachers asks their
students to do. Are they actually "reading" during this time? A 2016 survey showed New Zealand teachers
rarely asked their Year 5 students to read aloud and consequently New Zealand had the highest
percentage (88%) of students among English language countries who were asked daily to read silently on
their own.

Table 1 below or https://ibb.co/NpgKD9V

Table 1 shows, in decreasing order, each country's average test score (PIRLS, 2016 and 2021) and teaching
times in minutes per day and hours per year (for 2016, the last year that teaching times were surveyed).
PIRLS evaluates students’ reading comprehension skills by reporting a test score and reports the
percentage of students reaching four literacy standards or “benchmarks” (thresholds) for assessing the
comprehension of texts of increasing complexity: low, intermediate, high, and advanced.

-From a research article by Paul Treffner examining recent data on teaching times for reading and maths in
New Zealand and for comparable countries (data from OECD, PISA, PIRLS, and TIMSS).
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Table 1. Primary school (Year 5): Countries ranked by minutes per day of teaching reading, PIRLS score, and percentage of students reaching PIRLS benchmarks
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